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Previewing the Democratic Convention 


| Announcer: 


Tonight your Town Meeting pre- 
‘views the Democratic convention 
just as two weeks ago we focused 
\aitention on the Republican party’s 
entlook. 

As a nonpartisan educational in- 
»stitution, Town Hall does not take 
isides in political discussions. We 
imake every effort to give equal 
itime to all viewpoints so that you, 
your listeners, may consider the 
merits of every point of contro- 
yversy and the qualifications of all 
candidates. 

We hope that our presentation 
of all political subjects will stim- 
lalate your own discussions and 
eesult in a better informed elec- 
torate. Town Hall feels that one 
pf its prime obligations is to help 
bring about the greatest vote in 
NNovember in the Nation’s history. 
530 we invite you to join us every 
‘Tuesday night. We invite you to 
listen to all sides and then make 
ap your own mind. 

And now to preside as moderator 
for tonight’s discussion, here is 
Quincy Howe, ABC Network com- 
mentator, author, and Associate 
Professor of Journalism at the 
Jniversity of Illinois. 


Moderator Howe: 

Two weeks ago, Town Meeting’s 
oreview of the presidential cam- 
oaign featured spokesmen for Sen- 
ator Taft and General Eisenhower, 
aeither of whom could appear in 
oerson. Last week, the Repub- 
‘igan convention chose its candi- 
dase. Now next week, the Demo- 
rtaes select their presidential 
a@minee, and tonight Town Meet- 
i previews the Democratic pros- 
@(ts as we previewed Republican 
Prespects two weeks ago. 

-onight we have with us Sen- 
+ Robert S. Kerr, Averell Harri- 


man, and Senator Spessard L. Hol- 
land who will speak for Senator 
Richard Russell. We are sorry that 
Vice-President Barkley and Sen- 
ators Kefauver and McMahon were 
unable to be with us. 

First we shall hear from Demo- 
cratic Senator Robert S. Kerr of 
Oklahoma, former governor of the 
state, keynote speaker at the 1944 
Democratic convention, lawyer, oil 
man, veteran of the First World 
War, and now candidate for the 
Democratic nomination for Presi- 
dent of the United States—Robert 
S. Kerr. ; 


Senator Kerr: 

I am a candidate for the Presi- 
dential nomination of the Demo- 
cratic party for these reasons: I 
want to lead the Democratic party 
this fall in a vigorous fighting 
campaign which will make the rec- 
ord and program of our party 
clear to every voter. 

I want to serve as President so 
that I may help put into effect 
the Democratic platform and ad- 
minister the progressive laws en- 
acted by a Democratic Congress. 

I am not afraid of the future. 
I have unlimited confidence in 
our great country and its magnifi- 
cent future. My objective would 
be to help bring continued pros- 
perity to our country, and to pro- 
mote peace and prosperity in the 
world through the practical ap- 
plication of our party’s principles. 

As I see it, the 1952 election 
campaign is far more than a popu- 
larity contest. It is a contest be- 
tween different sets of principles 
represented by the two parties as 
established by their records and 
set forth in their platforms. I 
will challenge the Republican 
candidate to run under the banner 
of the Republican party, to ac- 


cept and defend or positively repu- 
diate the votes of the majority of 
the Republicans in Congress in the 
past years. 

I will challenge him to admit 
that the Democratic program is 
sound, that its record is one of 
success, or specifically and defi- 
nitely disapprove that program and 
that record. 

I believe in a foreign policy 
dedicated to peace and collective 
security, based on responsible in- 
ternational cooperation. We can- 
not go it alone safely in the world 
of today. 

I believe in a domestic program 
aimed at prosperity and geared 
to increased production. We must 
pay as we go. I will demand 100 
cents value for each tax dollar 
spent. I will strive for reduction 
of both taxes and expenses where 
permitted by the national security. 

I believe that all citizens re- 
gardless of race, color, or creed 
must have the right to live, the 
right to work, the right to vote, 
the full and equal protection of 
the laws on the basis of equality 
as guaranteed by the Constitution. 

I believe in an even better chance 
for labor and for the farmer and 
for the rank and file of the Ameri- 
cans than they now have. I be- 
lieve that that better chance lies 
in the preservation of the progres- 
sive programs of the last twenty 
years and the extension and im- 
provement of those programs. 

I believe in a more aggressive 
program of public power and of 
conservation and utilization of the 
soil and water resources of our 
country. I believe that those pro- 
grams must result in and be car- 
ried out by a solvent, sound, and 
economical government. I be- 
lieve that this goal of better gov- 
ernment depends on better person- 
nel, the recruitment of more quali- 


fied workers, and the removal of 
the inefficient and the unreliable. 

I believe in a dynamic program — 
of unity and cooperation at home — 
and abroad which will lead this 
Nation and the free world to peace 
and prosperity, the twin goals of | 
the democratic way of life. (Ap- 
plause) 


Moderator Howe: 

Thank you, Senator Kerr. Now 
our second speaker, Senator Spes- 
sard Holland of Florida, former 
governor of that state, will present 
the case for Senator Richard Rus- 
sell of Georgia, favorite son of 
his native state, and favorite can- 
didate of the South. Senator Hol- 
land. 2 


Senator Holland: 

Thank you, Mr. Howe. I am: 
happy to be here to tell you why 
I am strongly supporting Senator | 
Richard B. Russell of Georgia. I 
think that the country wants the 
best qualified, the most experi- 
enced, and the safest man to lead ~ 
us through the problems which | 
assail us and which must be solved 
in these next four years. I think 
that Dick Russell meets that test. | 

He is just 54 years of age, vigor- - 
ous, strong, vital, diligent. He has 
the largest fund of experience that 
any candidate of either party has, 
having served 32 years in public 
life without having had any defeat” 
and having accumulated, I think, 
the greatest storehouse of knowl- | 
edge of our democratic form of 
government that is available in 
any American whom we have. 

Thirty-two years ago, shortly 
after he came out of World War I 
as a blue jacket, he was elected 
to the Lower House of the Georgia 
legislature. He served there ten 
years, four of which he served as_ 
Speaker of the House. He was 
then elected as governor of the 
state of Georgia at the age of 33, 


i then the youngest in the Nation: 
] He served with distinction as gov- 
1ernor, balancing the budget of a 
‘state which was in dire trouble 
| fust after the depression and cut- 
| tang down the boards and bureaus 
‘of that state until he really ac- 
1eomplished the economy that is 
|meeded by such reorganization. 

Then by his citizens, he was 
‘sent to the United States Senate, 
‘where he is now completing his 
| 20th year of service in that body. 
Though still young, he is the fifth 
Senator from the top of the 96 in 
point of seniority, which means 
that he has experience, he has 
capacity that I think is a great 
asset for this Nation and which 
should be utilized. 

He is now serving as Chairman 
of the Armed Services Committee 
and undoubtedly he has the great- 
est storehouse of knowledge of 
our problems of defense that is 
possessed by any layman in our 
Nation. 

He is a member of the Joint 
Committee on Atomic Energy and 
fully familiar with that vital de- 
velopment. He served during 
World War II as chairman of that 
important committee of the Sen- 
ate which visited all the fronts 
where our boys and girls were 
representing us so ably, and he 
knows firsthand the problems of 
our defense, not just in terms of 
our soil, but in terms of the earth 
as a whole. 

I think that there is no other 
citizen who has the knowledge of 
military problems which is pos- 
sessed by Dick Russell—no other 
civilian. I think that if we ever 
weeded such information in the 
Vital possession of the president, 

is is the time when we need it. 
~ He served as Chairman of the 
subcommittee of Appropriations 
vhich handles agricultural prob- 
ms ever since he went to the 


+ 
4 


heat 


Senate, mineteen years, nearly 
twenty, except for the two years 
of the 80th Congress which was 
under Republican rule. In that 
capacity he has rendered priceless 
service to agriculture and through 
agriculture to our Nation. For in- 
stance, he was a cosponsor of the 
first REA law and the sole author 
of the present law. He was the 
sole author of the school lunch 
program which began, you know, 
primarily to dispose of agricul- 
tural surpluses but has become one 
of the greatest humanitarian ef- 
forts that our Nation has put on. 

He has been the spearhead of 
the soil conservation effort and in 
these days which immediately fol- 
low—the report of the President’s 
commission showed so _ clearly 
that we’re now down to the stage 
in our development where we've 
got to look elsewhere for so many 
of our vital products and where 
we've got to conserve our soil 
and produce the utmost—now is 
the time when we need a man who 
has the confidence of all the agri- 
cultural people and who, besides, 
has the knowledge of their prob- 
lems and what to do for them. 

His service has been a truly 
national service. JI suppose you 
noted yesterday that Governor For- 
rest Smith of Missouri announced 
openly for him largely because of 
his knowledge of and service to 
agriculture. 

I wish I could speak more at 
length, but I must close on this 
first part of my remarks. He’s 
respected, he’s trusted, he’s cordi- 
ally liked by all members of Con- 
gress. He, better than any other 
man, can have the full cooperation 
of Congress, and surely we’ve had 
a demonstration these last few 
years of the need of that kind of 
cooperation. 

He’s human, he’s tireless, he’s 
courageous, he’s a great American, 


and I think it’s up to us to utilize 
this immense asset that comes of 
his 32 years of devoted, dedicated 
service to all the people of the 
Nation. 


Moderator Howe: 

Thank you, Senator Holland. 
Our third and final speaker talks 
to us from Washington. He has 
been listening to this program by 
earphones and will participate with 
us exactly as if he were here with 
us in New York. 

Averell Harriman has held high 
positions in both the Roosevelt 
and Truman administrations. He 
is director of the Mutual Security, 
former ambassador to Russia and 
Great Britain, former Secretary of 
Commerce. He came from the 
banking and railroad business into 
politics, and is now one of the 
leading candidates for the Demo- 
cratic nomination for the presi- 
dency—Averell Harriman. 


Mr. Harriman: 

Before we discuss the issues 
facing the Democratic convention, 
let’s look at what the Republicans 
have done. The Republican party 
has adopted a platform on which 
its candidates must stand. It is 
a platform made up of rotten 
planks. How can anyone seriously 
believe that Hoover and Taft, Mac- 
Arthur and Eisenhower could be 
in agreement on foreign policy? 

How can anyone believe that 
the Republican party is for a con- 
structive farm program when the 
majority of the party has battled 
against the key measures that have 
improved the life of farm families ? 
Now in election year, they claim 
to be for some of them. 

The Republican plank on labor 
concedes that unions have the right 
to conduct legal activities. Not 
a word is said about how we can 
meet the needs of our people for 
improving housing, for improved 


education, improved medical care. 

The Republican party has learn- 
ed nothing in the last twenty years. 
They cannot hide their failure be- 
hind the smile of General Eisen- 
hower. We Democrats meet next 
week to nominate a candidate and 
create a platform to carry forward 


the great liberal policies of Frank- — 


lin Roosevelt and Harry Truman. 

I stand for all of the principles 
of the New Deal which brought 
the American people out of the 
disaster of the Republican depres- 
sion. I worked for the New Deal 
when it started in 1933, and I 
know what it accomplished and 
how it accomplished it. I stand 
for all of the principles of the 
Fair Deal, which have helped the 
American people reach the high- 
est standard of living in our his- 
tory, forty per cent higher than in 
1939, after taxes and after price in- 
creases, and I’ve worked for the 
Fair Deal for the last seven years 
both at home and abroad. 

In the campaign this year, we 


Democrats must take the offensive ~ 


in clearing away the confusion 
which the Republicans have tried 
to spread. We must show the 
people that we have the initiative 
at home and abroad: 

I know what we're up against in 
the cold war. President Roosevelt 
sent me to Moscow to negotiate 
with Stalin many times through- 
out World War II. I know the 
nefarious objectives of the Krem- 
lin. Stalin fears more than any- 
thing else a strong America and 
a united and strong free world. 
This is what we are building. 
This is why we have the initiative. 
We have the greatest production 
in our country today ever in his- 
tory. 

We have inspired the free coun- 
tries to join in a great association 
to roll back Communist aggres- 


sion and Communist subversion. — 


Rallying the United Nations, we 
have thrown back Kremlin-inspired 
/ aggression in Korea, through the 
bravery and sacrifice of our men 
; and those of other nations fighting 
with us, and we have thus prevent- 
ed world disaster. It is Stalin 
‘'who does not know how to end 
this conflict which he started 
and save his face. 

The cost of our foreign aid pro- 
grams around the world is large, 
but in fact it is only ten cents on 


\the dollar of our taxes. This is 
ia great investment. It is an in- 
‘vestment for peace. We are help- 


ing our European friends and allies 
develop forces larger in number 
| than. our own, an investment that 
‘will bring our young men well 
equipped allies, ready and willing 
'to stand with them in the cause of 
freedom. 


Through the East and _ other 
| under-developed countries, we are 
helping those people help them- 
i selves. These friendly nations are 
\vital to us, since from them we 
| obtained the raw materials we do 
imot produce ourselves, essential to 
‘our lives. 


If we carry on what we have 
jundertaken with determination and 
‘vigor, I am convinced that Stalin 
‘will be forced to change his 
policies and then disintegration 
'behind the Iron Curtain will be- 
_gin. If we do not falter, we can 
-avoid another world war. 


The principles of our foreign 
policy must be vigorously upheld 
in the Democratic platform at the 
foming convention. We must re- 
ssate our determination to continue 

@ build our own economic strength 
fer the welfare of our people— 
Berth and south, east and west. 
‘We must continue to expand pro- 
action to meet the growing needs 
F our country. 


e must also insure that all 


Americans have a stake in democ- 
racy. Race, color, creed or 
national origin must not affect the 
Opportunity to share all the bene- 
fits, as well as the responsibilities 
of full citizenship in the United 
States. 


We must see to it that we have 
better housing, better health, bet- 
ter education, increasing incomes 
for our farmers and our workers, 
more opportunities for our bus- 
inessmen, particularly small busi- 
ness—all the things that mean so 
much to all American families. 

Perhaps the most vital issue in 
this campaign is confidence in our 
country and the increasing produc- 
tive capacity of our people. Life 
is never static, we must move 
either forward or backward. The 
Democratic party has shown the 
way for advance. We cannot let 
the Republican party make us 
retreat. ; 

I stand for a fighting campaign 
on all the issues. I have faith 
in expanding life in America, a 
great America. I believe we must 
bring to every citizen what is at 
stake at home and abroad—the 
prosperity of our people and 
leadership in the world for peace. 


(Applause) 


Moderator Howe: 

Thank you, Mr. Harriman, and 
now it’s the people’s turn—the 
people in our audience—who will 
ask questions of our three speakers. 
Now you members of our audience 
have heard these speakers, and 
I know that a number of you have 
been preparing brief questions 
that you’ve written out on cards. 
Mr. Harriman in Washington is 
hearing all this and I hope he’ll 
keep on his toes because a lot 
of these questions, I believe, are 
addressed to all three of the speak- 
ers, not to just one, but to all 
three. 


QUESTION SrePEEAGS Ed 


Man: 
ator Kerr what his position is on 


I would like to ask Sen- 


the matter of an ambassador to the 
Vatican. 

I do not believe 
that this government should ap- 


Senator Kerr: 


point an ambassador to the Vati- 
I am convinced that there 
is no organization in the world 


can. 


more alert, more determined, and 
more united in the fight against 
communism than the great Catholic 
Church. I am aware of the fact 
that it has eyes and ears around 
the world. I would seek in every 
appropriate way the fullest 
Operation with that great organ- 


co- 


ization in the joint, effort to con- 
tain, stop, and prevent the spread 
of communism. But I would not 
do so in a way that would create 
more dissension and disunity at 
home than it created beneficial co- 
operation abroad. (Applause) 


Man: Senator Holland, what is 
there about Senator Russell’s 
policies that make him particularly 
popular with the Southern dele- 
gations ? 


Senator Holland: First, we think 
he’s a very great American. 
ond, we would like 


Sec- 
to see the 
South restored once more to the 
state where it wasn’t the largest 
minority group in the Nation. 
Did you realize that it’s been 104 
years since a Southerner has been 
elected to the presidency? All the 
while, our boys have been fight- 
ing, our boys have been leading 


as Jim Wan Fleet is leading to- 
day, as Lucius Clay led in Ger- 
many, as hundreds of others whom 
I could name have led. 

We are all interested, because 
we think he’s the best man, but 
of course we have an interest in 
seeing again restored to full mem- 
bership in the Union an area of 
the Nation which we think can’t 
be surpassed by any other for 
devotion to America and every- 
thing that it stands for. We're 
not for him just because he’s a 
We think he’s the 
best man in the race, but we have 


Southerner. 


tremendous pride in the fact that 
he comes from the South and we're 


really going to town for him. 
(Applause) 
Mr. Howe: Thank you, Sen-- 


ator Holland, for a very stirring 


And now there are some 
questions for Mr. Harriman. 


Man: Mr. Harriman, what is 
your attitude toward Federal aid 
to education? 

Mr. 
the Federal Government 


answer. 


Harriman: 
should 
give assistance to education. There 
are many of our youngsters who 
have not the proper opportunities 
that others have. Now, that aid 
can be through helping with school 
construction or in other ways. 
But one thing must be very clear, 
and that is that the Federal Gov- 
ernment should not dictate in any 


way what is taught to children. 


I believe that. 


That must be the responsibility of 
the local community. 


Mr. Howe: Thank you, Mr. 
_Harriman, for your prompt and 


(clear reply, and now we have a 
| gaestion for Senator Kerr. 


Man: 
ito Senator Kerr. 


My question is addressed 
Has the Demo- 
(cratic party concentrated too much 
| power in Washington for the good 
(of the American people? 


Senator Kerr: As 
ithing, I do not think so. 


a general 
The 
| Federal Government in Washing- 
{ton belongs to the American peo- 
j ple, just as does the local govern- 
iment in each county to the citizens 
(of that county, and the government 
iin each state to the people in that 


‘state. The people of our coun- 
(try have that same firm control 
cover their Federal Government 


tthat they do over their local gov- 
cernment. And I would say this 
(to you, that they have given the 
[Federal Government, through the 
‘representatives there, great power, 
‘because the Federal Government 
has rendered great service to the 
speople across the length 
breadth of the Nation. I do not 
think that it has been given too 


(Applause) 


and 


much power. 


Mr. Howe: Senator Holland 
mented to say something on this 
(uestion. 


“Senator Holland: 1 think that 
rie Democratic government and 
+ others who have joined with 


thave given too much power to 
shington, and that one of the 


is that 
the Federal Government is so big, 


causes of our weakness 


so powerful, that no one mind can 
possibly grasp all of its problems 
or know what is needed in the 
way of proper appropriations. I 
think one of the things badly 
needed and which Dick Russell 
will, I am sure, accomplish is a 
simplification of Federal Govern- 
ment somewhat along the line that 
he accomplished so many years 
ago in Georgia. (Applause) 


Mr. Howe: 
big question. 


That’s an awfully 
I wonder if per- 
haps Mr. Harriman down there in 
Washington would like to say a 
word on that. 


Mr. Harriman: I would like to 


comment particularly on what 
Senator Holland has said. The 
Federal Government is a com- 
.munity of 156 million people. We 


have come to a point where that 
community must work together in 
Now of 
course we must simplify every- 
thing that we can simplify. We 
must eliminate inefficiency, but I 
do not believe that we should re- 
treat from any of the programs 
on which we have embarked to 
help all of our people; and I 
think it is inaccurate to say that 


the interest of all of us. 


we can have welfare in our coun- 
try if our Government retreats 
from giving a helping hand in the 
that the Federal Govern- 
So I for 


one am not afraid that a Federal 


ways 
ment is doing today. 
Government which is under the 
control of an elected president and 


can act only under the direction 
of an elected Congress need be 
feared by the people of our coun- 
It can give a helping hand 
(Applause) 


Thank you, Mr. 
a question 


try. 
to all of our people. 

Mr. 
Harriman. 
for Senator Holland. 

Lady: 
expect the same bitterness in the 
that 


Howe: 
And now 


Senator Holland, may we 


Democratic Convention 
had in the Republican? 


Senator Holland: I hope not. 
So far as the Senator from Florida 


we 


is concerned, he has the highest 
Democratic 
He thinks they're all 
fine Americans. He thinks they’re 
He 
supports the one that he thinks 
has the best record and can render 
the but if 
the nominated, 


of esteem 
candidate. 


for every 


all devoted public servants. 


best service, one of 


others is he’s 
going to be very happy to support 
him and I don’t think we should 
go there expecting to become bit- 
tel? = 0m the same 
way that Senator Russell is speak- 


speaking in 
ing from one end of this country 
to the other. 


Mr. Howe; I think Senator 
Kerr would like to say a word on 
that point. 


Senator Kerr: The Republicans 
would hope we would have the 


same bitterness, but in that regard 


we're going to give them the 
greatest disappointment of their 
lives. (Applause) 


Mr. Harriman: I agree with Mr. 
Holland. 


Lady: Do you think that this 
is the particular time for the con- 
centration on air power and 
atomic research as was stated last 
week at the Republican conven- 
tion, and sacrifice part of our 
army, our standing army? 


Mr. Harriman: I believe that we 
must have a balanced force. In 
order to have security, we must 
help our allies; and between our 
allies and ourselves we must have 
all the weapons of war which can 
give us security and then that will 
prevent further aggression. This is 
We should 


not concentrate on any one weapon. 


a program for peace. 


Mr. Howe: The next question is — 


addressed to all three speakers and 
we'll begin with Senator Kerr, 
then Senator Holland and finally 
Mr. 


tion, please. 


Harriman. The next ques- 


Lady: Do you believe the United 
Nations can be an effective agency 


for maintaining peace? If so, how? 


And if not, why not? 


Senator Kerr: Well, in view of 


the fact that I believe that it is 
being an effective agency in the- 


effort to achieve peace and prevent™ 
aggression and prevent war, I will 
not seek to answer the last ques-— 
tion—if not, why not. | 
I think the United Nations is 
the greatest hope that any genera-— 
tion has ever had as an instru-— 
mentality and a vehicle whereby. 
responsible nations working to- 
gether in responsible cooperativ: 
effort can achieve that collective 
security which will give us chal 


k 
F 


best chance to prevent aggression, 
to prevent world war, and yes, to 
win that *fondest dream of the 
human race—peace on earth, good 


(Applause) 


Senator Holland: 
agree with Senator Kerr. I want 
to call attention to the fact that 
the Senate of the United States, of 
which both Senator Kerr and Sen- 
ator Russell are active members 


will to men. 


I thoroughly 


and participating members in this 
‘regard, have unanimously insisted 
jon the stepping up of the tempo 
of the service on the part of the 
United Nations in such things as, 
for instance, the insistence that 
ed China not be admitted; in 
buch things as the insistence that 
rmport into Red China by our 
hllies of war goods should be 
bliminated, and other things of 
the kind. 

The Senate of the United States 
rrom which so many candidates 
tre offering at this particular time 
aas been a step ahead of the 
Jnited Nations in insisting on its 
eecoming more effective more 
Luickly. 


Mr. Howe: And Mr. Harriman, 
mally, on the United Nations. 


Mr. Harriman: The United Na- 
ons, support of the United 
dations, is the cornerstone of our 
preign policy. It is bringing to- 
ether the free nations of the 
5: to an understanding of what 
@#issues are. There is only one 
»n—the Soviet Union—that re- 
to cooperate. But through 
platform on which all issues 


are discussed, the free peoples of 
the world are being brought to- 
gether to understand the issues, 
and therefore will face together 
whatever comes. 


Now there are many minor 
of the United Nations 
which are being very helpful. 
That’s the health program, the 
agricultural program, educational 
program, and so forth. We can 
hope for the best the 
United Nations if we will give it 
full support and recognize that it 
to organize such a 


activities 


out of 


takes time 
great endeavor by which 
work together for peace and for 


men can 


mutual prosperity. 

Lady: 
think it 
universal military 


do you 
to have 


Senator Kerr, 
is wise for us 
training after 


the -war? 


Senator Kerr: 1 think that in 
view of the fact that the defense 
of our country is the concern and 
the responsibility of all citizens, 
the principle of universal military 
training — with those limitations 
that will make it so that those 
who are responding to its require- 
ments can have alternative ways of 
securing that training, such as, 
in the latter years of high school 
and the first years of college and 
in the National Guard—with those 
limitations and on the basis of a 
universal meaning of universal re- 
sponsibility and universal require- 
ment, I do subscribe to the prin- 
ciple of universal military train- 


ing. 
Lady: Senator Holland, in what 


ways do Senators Russell and Ke- 


fauver, both being Southerners, 
differ in their stands on civil 
rights ? 

Senator Holland: Well, I 


couldn’t 
fauver, he’s not here. 


speak for Senator Ke- 
So far as 
Senator Russell is concerned, he’s 
shown a wholesome regard for 
human rights all through his service. 
He’s one of those of us from the 
South who have thought a mod- 
erate approach was proper. Your 
13 Southern 
Senators who have introduced in 


speaker is one of 
the last two Congresses a constitu- 
tional amendment to abolish poll 
has 
abolished it and there are very 


taxes—and our own _ state 
few states left that have it—and 
my feeling would be that so far 
as Senator Russell is concerned, he 
is approving the moderate ap- 
proach which I think is the only 
one which will bring the desired 


results, 


I can’t speak for Senator Ke- 
fauver. 


Man: Mr. Averell Harriman, in 
view of the fact that Eisenhower 
accused the Taft machine of steal- 
ing his delegates and Taft accused 
Eisenhower of towards 


President Truman’s liberalism, is 


leaning 


it safe for our country to elect 
that sort of Republicans to lead 
our country? 


Mr. Harriman: You have stated 
one of the reasons why I believe 
that no Republican is qualified to 
lead this country and the world 
at this time. (Applause.) There 


are many others, but you have 
stated one of them. General Eisen- 
hower, no matter what his views 
on foreign policy are, will be a 
prisoner of the same old’ guard 
who has opposed every construc- 

tive measure to give leadership to . 
the world in this critical period. 

And at thome they are all de- 

termined to have us retreat instead 

of advance as we have during the — 
last 20 years to more prosperity 

for our people. (Applause) 


Senator Kerr: I want to com- 
mend that questioner for such an 
intelligent question and such an 
easy one, and let it be an example 
to others for questions which can | 
so easily be answered in the nega- — 


tive. 


Man: My question is addressed © 
to all three speakers. How do you | 
stand on the tidelands oil ques- | 
tion? “ 


Senator Kerr: My position on 
the tidelands oil question is sim-— 
ilar to that of President Truman’s. — 
In that regard let me say this, that 
for 300 years unquestioned the 
states owned their tidelands. In: 
1947 the Supreme Court said that’ | 
they didn’t own them, that they | 
were the property of the Federal 
Government. Therefore as a | 
lawyer, although I had not agreed 
with that before the Supreme 
Court so held, after the Supreme | 
Court so held, I was enough of a 
lawyer to recognize that that was: 
the law of the land. y . 


Mr. Howe: That was addressed. 
to all three speakers, I believe, so. 


| let's hear what Senator Holland 


| has to say. 
Holland: Well, of 
‘course, I’m a lawyer too, and I 


‘don’t follow the wholly legalistic 


Senator 


‘approach which our friend, Goy- 
has followed. We 
; gave 64 million acres of land to 
| the states 
i flowed lands, which is more than 


,ernor Kerr, 


as swamp and over- 
‘four times as much as the tide- 
| lands. Nobody had questioned that 
| that was federally owned. It didn’t 
;meed a court to determine. We’ve 
1 given to the reclamation states 
‘vastly more in area and in value, 
‘and are doing so each year, than 
ianything that’s available out of 
| tidelands. 

It’s my feeling that the historic 
itights of the states recognized for 
(over 150 years are in accord with 
‘sound government, and that only 
|| by owning that narrow shoestring 
}of land and water around them 
(out to the 3-mile limit generally, 
(out to the three league limit in 
{two places only, can the local com- 
imunities have the chance to de- 
\velop and the local governments 
|have the chance to function in the 
(truly democratic way, and that the 
‘public welfare and the general 
good give us an answer a long 
way ahead of the bare legalistic 
one determined, as a matter of 


{fact, in the Texas case by a four 


Mr. 
man. 


I’m a_ business 
I stand with President Tru- 
The Supreme Court has said 


Harriman: 


man. 
that the lands under the surface 
of the water belong to all of the 
people. I see no reason why they 
should be taken from the people 
of 43 states and given to the people 
of three states. 


Mr. Howe: A question now for 
Senator Holland. 


Lady: Senator Holland, you men- 
tioned Senator Russell’s qualifica- 
tions, but what are his opinions 
on domestic issues such as FEPC, 
and continuance of the Fair Deal? 


Senator Holland; As far as con- 
tinuance of the Fair Deal is con- 
cerned, I. would say that Senator 
Russell is for many of the issues 
in both New Deal and the Fair 
Deal. 
they've been enacted. 


He has supported them as 
So far as 
FEPC is concerned, of course, his 
position He’s 
against any compulsory FEPC and 


is well known. 
is for the other approach. 
that 
since I am in one of the few states 
that has adopted a state FEPC, I 


want to remind the good citizens 


Incidentally, in regard, 


who are here that you are de- 
cidedly in the minority, so far as 
the expression of public sentiment 
is shown. Nine states only have 
adopted state FEPC’s, 19 states all 
outside of the South have refused 
to adopt them, and of a total 
population of about three to one, 
as compared to the nine who have. 
So there are two well defined sides 


to the compulsory 


FERC. 


question of 


Mr. Howe: A question now for 
Mr. Harriman. 


Man: Mr. Harriman, since the 
job of President becomes increas- 
ingly complex, shouldn’t the posi- 
tion of Vice-President be expanded 
in its duties to more than presiding 
over the Senate? 


Mr. Harriman: Well, the Vice- 
President should sit as he does 
now with the Cabinet, should be- 
come familiar with all of the 
issues in order that if any mis- 
fortune comes to the President, he 
can be well qualified to carry on. 
The Vice-President 
under our Constitution has never 


position of 
been considered that of vice-presi- 
His job has 
been given by our governmental 
He can be of great 


dent of a company. 


procedures, 
assistance to the president as the 
presiding officer of the Senate, and 
I think that procedure should con- 
tinue. There are other ways that 
we can strengthen the organization 
of 


order to get the most competent 


the Federal Government in 


and effective executive function- 
ing. 
Mr. Howe: We have just one 


minute left for a question and an 
answer from Senator Kerr. 


Lady; Senator Kerr, aren’t there 


different sets of principles, not 


only in both parties as you stated 
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but among prospective nominees 
in each party? 


Senator Kerr: Yes, there are 
differences of opinion as between 
the candidates in each party; but 
in the final analysis, I believe I 
am safe in saying that if a Re- | 
publican President is elected, there 
will be a Republican Congress 
which will in the main be reac- 
tionary. If a Democratic President 
is elected, there will be a Demo- 
cratic Congress elected which in 
the main will be progressive and 
liberal which in my conviction is 
the best thing for our country. 


(Applause) 


Man: 
about 


Senator Holland, how 
that Southern gentleman, 
Senator Kefauver? Does not his 
many primary victories indicate that 
he is the popular favorite through- 


out the entire country? 


Senator Holland: 


fauver is a fine gentlemen. 


Senator Ke- 
He 
didn’t have a victory in my state. 
Senator Russell beat him by 82,000 
votes after only eight days cam- 
paigning. 

Mr. Howe; Thank you, Senator 
Kerr, Senator Holland, Mr. Harri- 
man for being with us on this: im-— 
portant occasion, and good for- 
tune to all of you in the week 
ahead. So be with us next week — 
and every week at the sound of the — 
Crier’s bell. 


ee 
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was admitted to the bar. He served with the 24th Squadron Air Corps in 
France, emerging as captain with the Distinguished Service Cross. His 
| political career began as prosecuting attorney of Polk County in 1919 then 
| as county judge from 1921-29 and as al member of the State Senate from 
| 1932-40. He was goyernor of Florida from 1941-45 and in 1946 was 
appointed to fill out the U.S. Senate term of the late Senator Charles 
Andrews. That Fall he was elected as the U.S. Senator from Florida 
for the 1946-52 term. 


Moderator: QUINCY HOWE—ABC Network commentator; Associate Profes- 
sor of Journalism at the University of Illinois. 
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